
PROJECT SUMMARY
Overview:
This project focuses on the expression of temporality and modality in Tlacochahuaya Zapotec (ISO code: 
zab), an endangered and underdocumented Central Zapotec language spoken primarily in San Jerónimo 
Tlacochahuaya, Oaxaca, Mexico. The primary outcomes of the project will be (1) a publicly archived, 
general-use language documentation corpus and (2) the co-PI’s dissertation in linguistics at the University 
of Texas at Austin. Following established methods for both language documentation and semantic 
fieldwork, the co-PI will record naturalistic speech in Tlacochahuaya Zapotec, including conversation, 
narratives, and procedural discourse. The recordings will be transcribed, translated, and analyzed in 
consultation with native speakers. The resulting corpus, supplemented by elicited speech and structured 
experiments to fill out paradigms and test hypothesized constructions, will support the study of tense-
aspect-mood marking in discourse. 
 
Intellectual Merit:
While the Zapotec language family has been the object of study for some time, the diversity of the family 
is not adequately captured by the existing documentation. Large-scale, open-access corpora exist for only 
a handful of Zapotec languages, and there is no substantial open-access, audio-recorded text corpus for 
any Central Zapotec language. A primary aim of this project is to expand the publicly-available data on 
Tlacolula Valley Zapotec. This project will also contribute to future research on language diversity in the 
Tlacolula Valley, as well as on the development of linguistic diversity in this region. Research on 
Tlacochahuaya Zapotec is particularly well suited for diachronic research, as there are extant 16th- 
through 18th-century Zapotec documents from the Tlacolula Valley, and Tlacochahuaya was a site of 
creation for Fray Juan de Cordova’s colonial-era grammar and dictionary. Finally, this project involves a 
holistic study of temporality and modality in Tlacochahuaya Zapotec, an area that is understudied in the 
Zapotec language family. 
 
Broader Impacts:
The youngest fluent speaker of Tlacochahuaya Zapotec is in his early 40s, and Spanish is the dominant 
language in town administration and education. This project will be conducted in collaboration with 
language activists in San Jerónimo Tlacochahuaya in order to support their pedagogical and language 
revalorization goals. Four specific impacts of this project are: (1) training Zapotec research assistants in 
language documentation and description methods; (2) free, public workshops led by the co-PI in the 
community; (3) the expansion of language infrastructure through the public archiving of documentation 
materials at The Archive of the Indigenous Languages of Latin America (Benson Library, UT Austin); 
and (4) training of a UT Austin linguistics undergraduate as a research assistant. 
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